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Got out the vote, with volunteers making over 500 calls to other older adults at our first

ever virtual phone-a-thon

Launched our “Aging Connected” campaign to get 1 million older adults connected online

and kick-started our mailing list 

Held 24 advocacy-centered lectures and workshops, including our newest offering "Virtual

Activism Against Racism & Police Brutality," with 295 participants learning the skills

necessary to galvanize change in their community in the digital age

When we first asked Senior Planet participants like you what kind of membership model they'd

be interested in, the overwhelming majority wanted an impact-based experience. You wanted

deeper insight into the work that OATS and Senior Planet does outside the classroom and

increased opportunities to get involved in changing the world.

Your drive to make a difference puts advocacy and social change at the center of everything we

do as a membership organization. Being a member of Senior Planet means much more than

making a financial donation. It’s about giving your time, energy, and creativity toward changing

your life and the lives of others. 

Last quarter was one of our busiest yet. We offered more than 900 programs that more than

40,000 older adults attended! As more people connected with Senior Planet, we heard them

asking for tools and opportunities to make their voices heard in their communities. As a result,

together in Q3, we:

Thank you all for your commitment, volunteerism, and passion. There is so much more work to

do, but more than ever, we are prepared to press on together. 

-Tom Kamber, Ph.D.

Founder and Executive Director, OATS

ADVOCACY NOW



CALLS TO 
OUR NATIONAL TECH HOTLINE

UNIQUE ONLINE EVENTS

VIRTUAL PARTICIPANTS

916

42,391

585

I can talk to friends and look up anything I
want on Google! I was looking up what foods
are good for people with arthritis and
learned a lot. Now I can check the train
schedule ahead of time and send friends and
family emails. Imagine– every answer to
every question you have is on Google. And
every song! Even if you’re home alone, you
can dance to the music! It’s fun and you get
exercise too.

This tablet is making me a new person! I
was living by myself and felt disconnected
from the world and lonely. But now with
this tablet I’ve learned so many things and it
has made me so happy and busy! I feel
connected again.

Don’t be nervous! Once you learn one
step, you’ll be excited to learn the next. If
you don’t understand something the first
time you ask a question, ask again. The
teachers are patient and very helpful!

MEET SNEHLATA
Meet Snehlata, a member of our Connected
NYCHA program! Learn more here.

In Q3, we had...

What did receiving this free tablet 
mean to you?

M E M B E R  S P O T L I G H T

Read Snehlata's full profile here!

What do you like about the new device?

Any advice for others?

https://seniorplanet.org/news/2020/06/11/nyc-mocto-city-of-new-york-delivers-10000-internet-devices-to-older-nycha-residents/
https://seniorplanet.org/news/2020/09/16/snehlata-69-i-feel-connected-again/


66%

TWO YEARS 
OF ADVOCACY PROGRAMMING 

The internet is more than a source for information and

entertainment, it is an important platform for raising your voice. In

this multi-session series, you’ll learn about the digital tools used by

activists in their campaigns for change. Weekly lectures and

hands-on workshops will give you the opportunity to sign

petitions online, use Twitter to support causes, contact elected

officials online, and more. This series meets twice per week for

five consecutive weeks.

Number of Participants

966
966 older adults have learned
how to advocate for themselves
and others in the digital age

through one of our programs
like Contacting Your Lawmakers

Online or ACTivate.

Use the Internet to
Research Civic Issues

Attend Weekly
Community Meetings

34%
Before taking our advocacy

course, just 19% of participants

regularly attended community

meetings. After completion, that

number increased to 34%!

66% of participants now use

the internet to learn about

civic issues at least once a

week, an increase of 19%

from before the course.

Coming Soon! 

A 5 Week, Multi-Session Online Course

For updates, sign up for our events newsletter here!

Civic Engagement

https://seniorplanet.org/get-involved/newsletters/


Makani Themba
Makani is an organizer, writer and strategist based in Jackson, MS. She

currently serves as chief strategist at Higher Ground Change Strategies.

Casey Camp-Horinek
Casey is a Councilwoman of the Ponca Nation of Oklahoma. She is a

longtime activist, environmentalist, actress, and published author.

Rev. Dora Devan
Dora is an activist and member of Senior Planet. She was active in the Civil

Rights Movement and worked with the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Raising Hell

December 9, 3pm EST

Moderated by: Sam Sanders
Correspondent and Host of "It's Been a Minute with

Sam Sanders" on NPR.

Sherry served as a Majority Council Director for Emily’s List for over 15 years.

She has advocated within the Jewish community and co-founded a

reproductive justice organization, NotAlone.us.  

Visit www.seniorplanet.org/raising-hell

Join us for our largest advocacy event of the year:

A virtual panel discussion about activism, social movements and intersectionality, featuring:

Sherry M. Merfish



Senior Planet's largest fundraiser of the

year, Giving Tuesday, was a huge success

thanks to our generous and supportive

community! 

Giving Tuesday is the international day of

giving and this year, we came together to

celebrate how seniors have been

#PoweringOn through a difficult year,

defying stereotypes, and using technology

to create change.

With our highest goal ever of raising

$10,000 by December 1, we exceeded

our initial milestone and raised $21,311!

Thank you to everyone who shared our

Giving Tuesday campaign with their friends

and family, and gave a donation this year.

Click here to see our Giving Tuesday video!

Did you know that 22 million older

Americans are not online? This year,

OATS and Senior Planet are launching a

national campaign called Aging

Connected, with an ambitious goal of

helping one million older adults connect to

the internet and thrive online. Our mission  

is to provide every older adult with

affordable connectivity options and

opportunities to gain the technology skills

they need to support their wellbeing and

maintain social connection online.

Want to get involved? We are inviting

members to join our Aging Connected

mailing list and sign up any interested

contacts!

See more information and sign up for the

mailing list HERE!

No stranger to technology trends, OATS

Executive Director Tom Kamber has been

named one of 30 healthcare IT influencers

worth a follow in 2020 by HealthTech

Magazine. Read more here.

San Antonio becomes the first city in the

country to commit to the "Mayors for Aging

Connected" pledge! Read more here.

Partnerships, Media, and More
AGING CONNECTED

Connect  with  us!

GIVING TUESDAY

OTHER NEWS

www.seniorplanet.org
facebook.com/seniorplanet

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--FtnqazV6Q&t=7s
https://seniorplanet.org/aging-connected/
https://oats.org/healthtech-magazine-technology-trends/
https://oats.org/news4sa-mayor-nirenberg-signs-national-pledge-to-connect-one-million-senior-citizens-to-internet/


THANK YOU!

Q3 2020


